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'By MARTIN WALr/ 

MEMPHIS. March 12 — "Next 
to cotton. James Earl Ray is 
Memphis’s biggest industry.” 
Percy Foreman said last fall 
tiJnl he 2 uc< ; ccdcc » Arthur J. 
Kan^s as Ray’s lawyer 

; "I 0 Kc f v - P 1 '- Martin Luther King 
: iw L ,he V nlc also scorned 
wnat he referred to as the 
pandering press" and its curi- 
osity about Ray. 

Books in Preparation 
The chief target of the Hous- 
! n ii a ,r yCr ’ 5 scorn f/emed to 

yf I at 

story and was getting hand- 
^■itten memorandums from 
Pay m the Shelby County jail. 
Mr. Huie had written two ar 
“ine S Sb0Ut Ray f0r Look ma 8 a 

1n ™ s w °ck. at least five books I 
on James Earl Ray and the as- 
.assination of Dr. 'King were in 
’reparation. 

And Mr. Foreman had suc- 
ceded Mr. Hanes, of Binning- 
>->m, Ala., not only as Ray’s 
ttornov but also as a business, 
ssoeiate of Mr. Huie. j 
One of the hooks on Ray 
nd the assassination is ready! 

"" printing and disthbuti ' 



. was written by Cl ay/Blair,' I 
nr.nnr- ofthg SatWday j 



for 



isJEosi. 

Other Authors 

Bantam Books said that Mr 
■" r s book. "The' /Strange. 

‘ Sg ..°, f ,^ m f S . Ea, - r Ka v' > '- ^ T ^ld j 
' TntftlishcdTText Monday or 
‘osday. u will be a history of 
■ v and of the murder, with a 
apter on the courtroom pro- 
‘ding of last Monday when 
y pleaded guilty to murder- 
; Dr. King and was sen- 
icod to S'j years in prison, 
ther authors preparing books 
moo Gerold Frank, who hasj 
tte " ! lx host-sellers, among 
m The Boston Strangler’' 
nge LXMcMrllan of 



Dr.-King's murder -was the' 
suit of a conspiracy, Mr. Frank 
said that he was trying to get 
more evidence bpfore making 
a decision. 

‘History of Ineptitude’ 

“I hope my book will be 
full history of the assassina- 
tion of Martin Luther Kind and 
what happened on all levels. 
And if there was a conspiracy, 
I hope to know that. I will try 
to tell the entire unfolding 
story’,” Mr. Frank said, 

; ■ “From Ray’s history of in- 

i eptitude,” he said. ”1 would 
assume that he was helped in 
the assassination or preceding 
it, but that it was not ncces 
sarily a conspiracy.” 

. “If we knew the true motiva- 
tion, it might well explode any 
idea of conspiracy,” he con- 
tinued. “On the. other hand, 
you cannot apply the normal 
measures of logic to a man 
who has spent most of his life 
behind bars. If he did this] 
alone, he may have been turned 
on for reasons lost in the depth ' 
of his own personality.” 

Doubts a Conspiracy 
Mr. Frank, who began his 
research last July, said that he 
had not paid any money to any 
of the principals or to anyone 
else for information. 

MV, McMillan said that his 
bool<A"Portrait of an Assassin, ”| 
*wrmld “be a-psyWoT^tett-sttid’y 
of Ray. It will be published bv 
Little Brown & Co. Mr. Mc- 
Millan said that he had a 
"very happy contract” and 
that fo-“'gn reprint contracts 
had already been slgiici 'by 
publishers in eight- -couatrL;, s . 

; “1 have always believed that 
James Earl Ray did it alone ” 
he said. “This guy is a loner. 
And I have never investigated 
any aspect of a consoiracv 
which has left me free to worki 
on i his biography.” 

Mr.' McMillan said that lie' 
had hired a psychiatrist to help! 
him interpret the psychological 
effect on Ray of his many 
years in prison, his background | 



Bishop 

Gasper 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

' Felt 



,r £ e of AM'intn' ! A ^ cars prison, his backqrc 

,cs Inquires, a NaVhvilleTV !£j? ovcrty and his familjf 
spapcri-Pa n^and Mi-rTfiJo- I 727 **' Things like, w hat does i 



Frank’s~"book oe 
most comprehensive With 
ported advance of .$100,000. 
•New York writer plans to 
id two years researching 
writing his b ook for Douo 
* Co., Inc. 

’k-- -ether, authors have 
essed opufions ; n ICTwheth 



,to a 6U, -to-sleep in the .same' 

I bed with his parents when he "* 
| is growing up." he said. 

| Mr McMillan said his book 
| was to have been published four: 
montns after the end of Rav’si 



npuDnsned tou 

montns after the end of Ray's; 

,K^hfsa1d ma ^^ heCl | 



<Mr. Squires's book ts< be 
published by New American 
Library, may be the second 
! book out on Ray. Mr. Squires, 
who has covered the case for 
his newspaper, The Nashville 
Tennessean, said the writing 
[should be completed ’ ” 
two weeks. 

He said he hoped the book! 
would be a “complete account 
of the murder of Dr. King, the] 
arrest of Ray, the hiring and! 
firing of Hanes and what w ' 
n Memphis.” 



Mr. Huie, who bought the I 
publication rights to Ray’s life! 
' s fory last July, originally had I 
signed a contract calling for 
proceeds from a book to be 
split between himself, 

Hanes and Ray. 

Disbelieves Theory 

I He paid an advance of 
000 to Ray, who signed the 
money-over to Mr. Hanes 
part of his legal f?e. c 
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r Mr. «' resident of 
seile, Ala., who is the author 
of a half-do, -on best-sellers, 
wrote in the two artirlcs for 
•L-rn.k ..mgazine last fak il.«e 
Ray said there had bet,, a con- 
spiracy to' murder Dr. King. 

However, Mr. Huie said in 
Memphis this week that he no 
longer believed in the conspir- 
acy theory. 

Mr. Huic said that Ray had 
told him that the assassin went 
into a rooming house and shot 
at Dr. King across the street 
while Rays was seated in front 
of the rooming house in the 
driver's scat of a white Mus- 
tang car. 

The author quoted Ray as 
saying that the assassin rushed 
down the stairs of the rooming'! 
house and hid on the floor of | 
the back seat of the car, cover- 1 
ing himself with a sheet while: 
Ray drove him out of town. | 

“When I could not find the! 
man, 1 concluded that Rayj 
himself made the- decision toj 
kill Dr. King.” Mr. Huie said.! 

A third article for Look was 
prepared this week by Mr. Huie 
and Mr. Foreman. In addition, 
Mr. Huie is completing a book 
on Dr. King’s assassination for 
the Dell Publishing Comnanv. 
The book, which will concen- 
trate on activities of Ray before! 
and after the murder, has beent 
tentatively titled, “He Slew the 
Dreamei 1 ." 

Although Mr. Hanes still has 
a claim against a portion of 
the proceeds from the sale of 
Mr. Huie's book, the Alabama 
author told reporters in Mem- 
phis this week that he had a 
Contf-aci-yAfh Mr c - -Foreman. 







